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The  most  reliable  information  as  to  our  Colonial 
Gentry  is  found  in  the  records  of  the  New  England 
Colleges,  for  the  names  of  the  students  were  entered 
in  the  order  of  the  social  position  of  their  respective 
families.  This  method  was  generally  employed  by 
all  the  important  s:hools,  but  in  restricting  the  list  to 
the  two  leading  institutions  of  learning,  the  influence 
of  local  or  neighborhood  prejudices  is  avoided,  and  the 
view  of  a  man's  standing  in  the  country  at  large  is 
thus  obtained.  Only  the  first  name  in  each  class  is 
given,  and  when  the  same  family  appears  by  a  second 
representative  in  a  later  class,  the  name  is  not  repeated. 
Undeniably  some  others  than  the  first  named  of  each 
class  are  entitled  to  be  accredited  as  of  the  Gentry, 
but  to  fix  upon  a  point  of  division  would  be  difficult 
in  view  of  the  greater  number  of  graduates  in  some 
classes;  and  thus  to  mention  only  the  first  name  ap- 
pearing each  year,  would  seem  to  place  the  list  as  of 
the  families  of  the  highest  social  rank,  while  conced- 
ing to  these  others  the  right  to  be  regarded  still  of  the 
upper  classes. 

Incomplete  as  this  system  leaves  the  matter,  it  cer- 
tainly is  more  to  be  trusted  than  any  classification 
based  upon  coat-armor,  which  has  most  often  been 
the  foundation  adopted.  A  coat-of-arms  apparently 
has  been  the  possession  of  nearly  every  old  family — 
the  American  "herald-painters"  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury saw  to  it  that  none  was  neglected;  and  antiquar- 
ies have  even  accused  them  of  manufacturing  arms 
for  some  of  their  patrons.  Arms-bearing  elsewhere 
has  been  a  doubtful  claim  to  gentility,  for  in  England 


everybody  uses  arms  who  pays  the  annual  tax  for  the 
privilege  of  displaying  them;  and  those  officially 
granted  are  created  for  any  one  who  pays  the  fees  of 
the  herald,  without  especial  reference  to  his  place 
socially.  In  the  words  of  Sir  George  Sitwell,  "Gentili- 
ty does  not  depend  upon  the  possession  of  a  coat-of- 
arms."  The  so-called  "gentry  of  coat-armor"  thus 
might  readily  be  made  to  embrace  all  New  England, 
with  the  sole  exception  of  the  African  slaves,  who  were 
the  servants  of  the  time.  Tombstone  titles  also  have 
often  small  value,  for  "esquire"  was  affixed,  without 
warrant  sometimes,  through  the  zeal  of  loving  descend- 
ants; and  as  frequently,  too,  were  the  coats-of-arms 
found  on  the  old  gravestones,  added  long  after — even 
a  tomb  of  the  seventeenth  century  in  England,  receiv- 
ing in  the  nineteenth  sculptured  arms  by  the  bounty  of 
an  American  descendant.  Thus  we  may  feel  we  have, 
in  these  class  lists  of  the  colleges,  a  wholly  reliable 
record  of  our  gentle  families,  which  without  claiming 
completeness,  has  been  preserved  for  us  and  was  care- 
fully prepared  by  competent  men,  living  at  the  time 
and  knowing  well  the  facts. 

The  catalogues  have  the  following  notes: 

HARVARD:  "From  1642  to  1772  the  names  of  gradu- 
ates are  arranged  in  the  classes,  not  alphabetically, 
but  in  an  order  established  for  each  class  during  the 
Freshman  year,  according  to  their  social  rank." 

YALE:  "Until  1767  the  names  of  members  of  each  class 
were  arranged,  not  alphabetically,  but  in  the  order 
indicating  the  social  rank  of  the  families  repre- 
sented." 


Wakefield,  Mass. 


H.  STODDARD  RUGGLES. 


Adams,  William 
Alcock,  John  . 
Allen,  James  . 
Appleton,  Nathaniel 
Atkinson,  Theodore 
Backus,  Simon  (son 

Conn.)  . 
Barclay,  Henry  (son 

bany,  N.  Y.) 
Bellingham,  John 
Bernard,  Thomas 
Bliss,  Neziah  . 
Bradstreet,  Simon 
Brattle,  William 
Breck,  George  . 
Browne,  Joseph 
Bulkeley,  Gershom 
Burnett,  William 
Chandler,  William 
Chauncy,  Isaac 
Cheever,  Thomas 
Chester,  John  . 
Colman,  Benjamin 
Colton,  Benjamin 
Conant,  Roger  . 
Cooke,  Elisha  . 
Cotton,  John 
Curwin,  George 
Cushing,  Charles 
Danforth,  Jonathan 
Davenport,  John 
Davie,  Edmund 


of  Simon 
of  Rev. 


of  Newington 


Thomas 


Yale 
Harvard 
Harvard 
Harvard 
Harvard 


Yale 
of  Al- 

Yale 
Harvard 
Harvard 
Yale 
Harvard 
Harvard 
Yale 
Harvard 
Harvard 
Harvard 
Harvard 
Harvard 
Harvard 
Yale 
Harvard 
Yale 
Yale 
Harvard 
Harvard 
Harvard 
Harvard 
Harvard 
Harvard 
Harvard 


1730 
1646 
1689 
1712 
1757 

1759 

1734 
1661 
1767 
1760 
1660 
1722 
1761 
1666 
1655 
1741 
1772 
1693 
1677 
1766 
1692 
1710 
1765 
1697 
1678 
1701 
1755 
1679 
1687 
1674 


Denison,  John  . 
Dudley,  Thomas 
Dummer,  Jeremiah 
Dwight,  Henry 
Dyer,  Giles 
Eels,  John 
Eliot,  Joseph 
Epes,  Samuel 
Eyre,  John 
Foster,  Isaac 
Foxcroft,  Thomas 
Frost,  Simon 
Gerrish,  Joseph 
Griswold,  George 

Lyme,  Conn.) 
Hall,  Hugh 
Hamlin,  Jabes 
Harriman,  John 
Hart,  John 
Haynes,  Joseph 
Higginson,  Nathaniel 
Holyoke,  John 
Hooper,  Stephen 
Hubbard,  Leverett 
Huntington,  Hezekiah 
Hutchinson,  William 
Jeffries,  David 
Jones,  John 
Law,  Richard  (son  of  J 

Conn.)  . 
Livingston,  Peter  V.  B. 
Lothrop,  Nathaniel 
Lyman,  Phineas 
Lynde,  Samuel 
Martyn,  Richard 


Harvard  1684 
Harvard  1685 
Harvard  1699 
Harvard  1754 
Harvard  1706 
Yale  1724 
Harvard  1658 
Harvard  1669 
Harvard  1718 
Harvard  1671 
Harvard  1714 
Harvard  1729 
Harvard  1752 
(gr'son   of  Matthew  of 

Yale  1717 
Harvard  1713 
Yale  1728 
Harvard  1667 
Yale  1703 
Yale  1714 
Harvard  1670 
Harvard  1662 
Harvard  1761 
Harvard  1742 
Yale  1744 
Harvard  1702 
Harvard  1708 
Harvard  1643 


onathan 


of  Milford, 


Yale  1751 
Yale  1731 

Harvard  1756 
Yale  1763 
Yale  1707 

Harvard  1680 
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Mather,  Eleazar 

.  Harvard  1656 

Miller,  Jeremiah 

Yale  1709 

Mitchell,  Jonathan  . 

.  Harvard  1647 

Morris,  Lewis  . 

Yale  1746 

Nowell,  Alexander  . 

.  Harvard  1664 

Yale  1727 

Oliver,  John 

.  Harvard  1645 

Osborne,  Woodbury 

.  Harvard  1739 

Pelham,  Edward 

.  Harvard  1673 

Pepperrel,  William 

.  Harvard  1766 

Phips,  Spencer 

.  Harvard  1703 

Pickett,  John  . 

Yale  1705 

Pierpont,  James  (son  of 

James  of  Roxbury, 

Mass.)  . 

Yale  1718 

Yale  1711 

Pike,  John 

.  Harvard  1675 

Pitkin,  Ashbel 

Yale  1755 

Prince,  Thomas 

.  Harvard  1740 

Rogers,  John  . 

.  Harvard  1649 

Ruggles,  Benjamin  (son  of  Captain  Samuel  of 

Roxbury,  Mass.)  . 

Yale  1721 

'Russell,  John  . 

Yale  1704 

Saltonstall,  Nathaniel 

.  Harvard  1659 

Sanford,  William 

.  Harvard  1711 

Sewall,  Joseph 

.  Harvard  1707 

Shepard,  Thomas 

.  Harvard  1676 

.       .        Yale  1713 

Sparhawk,  Nathaniel 

^Harvard  1765 

Stoddard,  Simeon  . 

.  Harvard  1726 

Stoughton,  William 

.  Harvard  1650 

Symmes,  Zechariah 

.  Harvard  1657 

Symonds,  Samuel 

.       .       .  Harvard  1663 

Tailer,  Gillam  . 

.  Harvard  1735 

Tallcott,  Samuel 

Yale  1733 

Treat,  Richard  —  . 

Yale  1719 

Trumbull,  Jonathan 

.  Harvard  1759 

s 


Tyng,  John 
Vassall,  Samuel 
Vaughan,  George 
Wainwright,  Francis 
Wakeman,  Ebenezer 
Wales,  Samuel 
Welles,  Samuel 
Welsteed,  William  . 
Wendell,  John  JVlico 
Whipple,  William  . 
Whiting,  John  . 
Whittelsey,  Samuel 
Wigglesworth,  Michael 
Williams,  Elisha 
Willis,  Samuel 
Wilson,  John  . 
Winslow,  Edward 
Winthrop,  Adam 
Wolcott,  Oliver  (son  of  G 
Woodbridge,  Benjamin 
Wyllys,  George 


ov.  Roger 


Harvard  1691 
Harvard  1695 
Harvard  1696 
Harvard  1686 
Yale  1720 
Yale  1767 
Harvard  1744 
Harvard  1716 
Harvard  1747 
Harvard  1749 
Yale  1740 
Yale  1764 
Harvard  1651 
Yale  1735 
Harvard  1653 
Harvard  1705 
Harvard  1736 
Harvard  1668 
of  Conn.)  Yale  1747 
Harvard  1642 
Yale  1729 


